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Summary of reasons for decision: 


The image is a cartoon depicting characters from ‘The Simpsons’ television show involved in a 
stereotypical and sexually explicit representation of a BDSM scenario. Unless restricted the image will 
be injurious to the public good. Children and teenagers are unlikely to possess the life experience to 
interpret the work as satirical and absurd, particularly given the sexually explicit nature of the 
depiction and the use of BDSM tropes which may be misinterpreted as sexually violent by younger 
viewers, leading to attitudinal harm around matters of sexual consent. As such the image is likely to 
negatively affect their expectations and socialisation around sex. The restriction to adults interferes 
with the right to freedom of expression affirmed by the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, but is a 
reasonable limitation on that right in order to prevent injury to the public good. 




